
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Since the President’s Prattle article is the first 

encountered in our excellent Newsletter and I presume 

you have read at least this far, can I encourage you to 

keep reading right through to the end. I say this 

because, sadly, there is amongst some of the regular 

contributors a perception that not all of our club 

members read all of the Newsletter, thereby denying 

themselves some very useful and entertaining 

information. 

 

Reading the Newsletter is also important because often 

your committee finds that the easiest and most 

comprehensive way of informing all club members of 

current and pertinent issues is to communicate them 

via the Newsletter. However, if members don’t 

actually read the Newsletter or skip over the 

‘uninteresting’ bits, then they are uninformed and may 

later say ‘why wasn’t I told?’ Okay, I know you 

wouldn’t, but others may. 

 

And if no other reason is required, Dorothy goes to a 

huge effort each month to put this Newsletter together 

(thankyou Dorothy) and the least we can do in 

appreciation is to read it. So please read on and enjoy. 

In this month’s Newsletter you’ll find the report on our 

recent Bathurst trip. If you don’t gauge from the day 

by day accounts how much fun we all had, then it’s not 

for lack of the writers trying. It was a great week, great 

weather. Thanks Peter. 

 

At this November meeting, your committee will be 

making a recommendation for the adoption of a Shows 

Tickets Policy. All will be explained at the meeting 

and we will be asking you to consider the wording of 

the proposed policy and, if appropriate, vote for its 

adoption. In mentioning this here, I would like to 

acknowledge the huge amount of effort that Joyce 

expends in arranging for all these shows that so many 

of our members get to enjoy at relatively cheap prices. 

Thankyou Joyce. 

 

Happy Probusing, 

Bob Bee 

 
 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2012/2013 

 
PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

V. PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

 Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

  Tony Wolf  0466962867 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
Friday, 6

th
 Nov: Jeanette Banks and Mary Clifton   

Friday, 7
th

 Dec:  Pat and Ray Cranfield 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the 

meeting room by 9.20am  

 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
November:  Margaret Rubesa has organised a 

Melbourne Cup Day, so wear your Melbourne Cup 

Hats.  
December: Judith Dunne – Her presentation will be 

about the Colonial Ladies. 
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NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours 

 
 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Paul Brett, Margaret Chalker, Ray Cranfield, Coral 

Fisher, Roger Gaiot, Dianne Morgan, Clarice Stretch, 

Richard Sams, Ralph Snowball, Judy Williams   

 

 

 

BATHURST – 15
th

 – 19
th

 November 2012  

 
Monday - Bob Bee 
Under a beautiful sunny sky, 39 cheerful souls 

departed from Mt Annan under Coach Captain Keith’s 

care for the Blue Mountains and beyond. Our first stop 

was at Eskbank House in Lithgow. Three days earlier 

it had been covered with 6 inches of snow, now it was 

a sunny green delight. Our local guide explained the 

history of the sandstone house built in 1842 for the 

first industrialist in the Lithgow area, Scotsman 

Thomas Brown. Highlights of the tour included a 

handsome Hansom carriage and ‘Possum’, a well kept 

Tank Engine which eerily resembled its TV cousin 

Thomas. 

We then enjoyed a two course lunch at the 

Lithgow Workmen’s Club before driving up the road 

to Mt Piper Power Station where we met our guide 

Wolf (short for Wolfgang). Wolf was a cheerful chap 

with loads of humorous stories. We were supplied with 

helmets, safety goggles and ear plugs (the non-edible 

variety, Bob Warner noted). Then we were led, like a 

gaggle of school children, across to the station proper 

for a carefully guided tour of the most modern of 

NSW’s coal burning power stations. Mt Piper 

generates about 1/8
th
 of NSW’s peak load. A lift took 

us up to the top of the towering boiler where we saw a 

beautiful view of the 500kV/330kV switchyard, the 

two mighty water cooling towers and the surrounding 

countryside. We peeked through a special hatch into 

the heart of the boiler’s flame, a huge fireball 80 

metres high and one quarter of the Sun’s surface 

temperature. Then a visit to the station’s crucial 

Operating Room (where all thankfully looked quiet) 

and finally a chance to stand next to the ‘business end’ 

of the whole station – the two bright orange coloured 

steam turbines and generators. A fascinating and 

informative insight into where most of our electricity 

comes from.  

 

It was then on to Bathurst where we booked into our 

‘home’ for the week, the Governor Lachlan Macquarie 

Comfort Inn. Dinner that night was delicious and huge 

(2 lamb shanks on a plate), a sign of things to come. 

 

 

Tuesday – Hill End and Sofala -  Linda Lord 

 

We departed at 8.20 am on a fine, sunny and clear day, 

travelling via Turondale Road towards Hill End. After 

receiving some very practical advice regarding the 

benefits of using newspaper to prevent school children 

throwing up on a bus, we crossed over the Macquarie 

flood plains via Rankens Bridge then over the Turon 

River on Coles Bridge, past rocky paddocks filled with 

sheep and their brand new lambs, trying to ignore the 

comments about lamb shanks.  

 

Arriving at Hill End at around 9.45 am, we met our 

local guide Lorraine, who was beautifully dressed in 

period costume, and after a quick morning tea at the 

Ranch, she took us back in time with a driving and 

short walking tour of the roadside photos showing the 

history of the town. We all went into the church which 

Lorraine unlocked with a giant key, where we were 

given some background on the town and the building 

we were in, including the fact that the two ornate doors 

we were looking at went nowhere as they had run out 

of money when building it. We were shown how the 

original candelabras, still in place, pulled down to be 

lit and were given the very interesting history of her 

ancestors, the Ackermanns, as well as the Krohmann 

and Heinz families who had settled in Hill End in the 

late 1800’s. With a population of 8,500 in its heyday 

and 27 pubs, Hill End’s current population stands at 

around 120, many of whom are artists, and just 1 pub.  

 

We then had the privilege of being allowed to visit and 

walk through Lorraine’s beautiful wattle and daub and 

iron roofed home, the Ackermann Cottage, which had 

been faithfully restored in 1996 by Lorraine and her 

late husband and was set in meticulously maintained 

gardens with lilac trees and guarded by Ruby the dog 

who loved having a ball thrown for her. We could not 

imagine actually living in the way Lorraine did, true to 

the era of the house with its fuel stove, separate 

kitchen and generally primitive facilities. 

 

After a visit to the “Kissing Point Lookout” (tested out 

by Bob and Carol Warner), we were off again to visit 
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the Tambaroora Cemetery to look at the historic grave 

sites, then back to the Ranch for a satisfying lunch of 

tea (from a proper big metal teapot) or coffee, 

sandwiches and carrot cake, then on to History Hill, a 

“Hands on Living History” museum run by a real local 

character, Malcolm Drinkwater, who has lived in Hill 

End since the age of 12 and is the author of “Hill End 

Hearsay”. After an informative talk by Malcolm and a 

viewing of his video, we walked through the museum 

crammed with extensive and wonderful items and 

some went on a walk through the mine, and the brave 

ones even climbed the 8 ladders to get out. A replica of 

the 1½ metre high Holtermann nugget, the world’s 

largest single mass of gold, was on display, a reminder 

of just how rich in gold this area was. 

 

Back on the road again, we travelled the short distance 

to Sofala. It was founded in 1851 and while its 

population exceeded 30,000 in its heyday, there is not 

a lot left these days and it was a bit sad. Following a 

walk through the town and an icecream for some, we 

climbed back on the coach and headed back to our 

motel after another interesting and information-packed 

day. 

 

 

Wednesday  - Ken Starkey 

Another beaut sunny day. (how does Peter do it?) 

This morning we picked up our guide Neil at the 

Orange Visitors’ Centre for an interesting and 

informative narrative regarding the historic sites and 

homes as we toured around Orange, so named in 1846 

by Sir Thomas Mitchell in honour of Prince William of 

Orange with whom he served during the Peninsular 

War in Spain. Of particular interest was Banjo 

Paterson Park located along the Ophir Road which is 

the site of Banjo Paterson’s birth in 1864. 

 

Our morning tea stop was at Cook Park, planted over 

120 years ago, and is a renowned Victorian era park 

with attractions which include a conservatory, fernery, 

duck ponds and an interesting aviary.  Fortified with a 

cuppa and a couple of Mary’s yummy cookies we 

headed off  to Mt Canobolas an extinct volcano and the 

highest peak in the Central West rising to 1395 metres 

above sea level with a spectacular 360 degree view. 

 

Back down the narrow winding road from Mt 

Canobolas Keith wheeled the coach back into Orange 

to “release” Neil and then turn us loose in town to grab 

some lunch, a cappuccino, shopping or whatever 

tickled your fancy. 

 

After lunch we descended on the Charles Sturt 

University Winery which makes premium wines as 

part of Australia’s leading wine science school at the 

forefront of viticultural and winemaking techniques. 

Our mob descended on their Cellar Door wine-tasting 

like a plague of locusts and soon had the cash register 

running red hot. 

Armed with our purchases (for consumption at 

tomorrow night’s dinner at Abercrombie House…if 

they last that long) we headed back to our motel at 

Bathurst for a cold beer, another beaut dinner, then a 

game of cards before retiring for a well-deserved rest.  

 

 

Thursday –Wow!Wow!Wow!     Carol Warner   

Our day started at 9am when we met Lorraine, our tour 

guide for this morning, we drove around all the local 

streets where she pointed out numerous old churches, 

hospital, court house, ,historic homes including  that of 

Ben Chifley's home just as it was left after Ben and his 

wife passed away.  This home really takes you way 

back to the 40's and looks just like what most of us 

would have grown up in. 

 

Next we visited Mount Panarama car racing complex. 

Our guide, Lorraine, mentioned that the record for a 

coach around this race track was 6 minutes 50 seconds, 

so our usual reliable coach driver, Keith, took on the 

challenge putting his foot down and away we went 

across the top of the mountain and down through the 

"s" bends. Some of the ladies were screaming to Keith 

to slow down;  fortunately we made it safely to the end 

of the track and we now believe that Keith holds the 

record.  

 

Back to the motel for a quick change, then off again 

dressed in dining attire to ABERCROMBIE HOUSE. 

This amazing house stood out in all it's beauty as we 

approached the driveway we could see a young man 

dressed elegantly in his dinner suit and bow tie waiting 

to greet us, his name was Christopher Morgan.  We 

proceeded to the front of the house and he explained 

some of the history.  The house was built in the 1870's 

in post war years for James Horne Stewart.  The home 

was designed as a romanticised Tudor-gothic-medieval 

home with strong French Flemish architecture.  Over 

the years the house fell into neglect with some 400 

windows broken highlighting the amount of repairs to 

be done. 

 

Christopher's father Rex and his wife Mary purchased 

the then named house, The Mount, in 1969 and it then 

became known as Abercrombie House. The Morgans 

moved into a completely empty 50 room house and 

began restoring and refurnishing the house as both a 

family home and as a heritage showpiece of the region. 

Christopher and his wife, Xanthe Morgan, their 

teenage children Julia and Henry live in the home with 

Christopher's parent's Rex and Mary.  The house is 

open to the public regularly and is sometimes used for 

functions, events, concerts and weddings just like they 

do in the stately homes in Britain. 

 

We were given a guided tour of most of the rooms 

inside this amazing house to see the beautiful high 

ceilings the mirrors, wallpaper and the furniture - it 

was quite remarkable. We then climbed the narrow 



staircase to the bedrooms.  The daughter’s bedroom 

was wonderful - you would feel like a princess 

sleeping in her huge old bed looking through the 

stained glass windows over the spectacular 

countryside.  Heading back downstairs via the steep 

spiral staircase we made our way to the drawing room 

to be treated to pre dinner drinks  a tasting of mulled 

wine, champagne and hors d'oeuvres, we didn't think it 

could get much better until we were invited  into the 

elegant grand ballroom. The tables were adorned with 

beautiful silverware and rows of silver candelabras 

with the candles aglow and the gold leaf plated ceiling 

in the ballroom was so incredible to see.  The fine 

dining experience was complete with a great 3 course 

meal, 

 

Bob Bee thanked Christopher and his family for their 

wonderful hospitality and sharing their home with us. 

We boarded the coach to go back to the motel feeling a 

little weary after a 12 hour day, but still so excited 

after experiencing an exceptional evening with all our 

Probus friends on this tour We shall remember the 

glory of Abercombie House. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For your information from last month’s Guest 

Speaker, Rob Close, who spoke about the Koalas.  

Joyce received the following email: 

“Joyce, on the day that I gave a talk to the Probus Club 

a member asked who they should donate money to 

help koala research and health.  I promised I would 

send details to you for your newsletter.  The contact is 

Prof. David Phalen at the Wildlife Health and 

Conservation Centre, Faculty of Veterinary Science, 

Sydney Uni. Cobbitty.  David’s email is 

David.Phalen@sydney.edu.au 

 

 

Did I read that sign right? 

 

We exchange anything – Bicycles, Washing 

Machines, etc.  Why not bring your wife along and 

get a wonderful bargain 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Art Appreciation – Franciose Kirkland 

 

  

 
 

Painting by Sue Kijurina 

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

The Book Club will be meeting on 19
th
 November. 

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Cards will be at the Harrington Park Casino on Friday, 

23rd November 7pm for 7.30pm start. Please note 

this is a week earlier.  Sorry, but the 30
th
 is not 

possible.   Enquiries ring Jeanette 46479986. 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Card makers continue to enjoy their time together each 

month.  Our focus now moves to Christmas cards.  

Due to Melbourne Cup commitments our next meeting 

will be held on Thursday, 8
th

 November. 

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

We have  started a new  project and it will be lots of 

fun working on it. You need to bring a glue stick.  You 

may bring your knitting, crocheting etc  as well.  Our   

next craft  meeting   will be on Wednesday 7
th
  

November 2012   at 1.30pm.   

 
 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Some of our gardeners and friends, who couldn’t go on 

the trip to Bathurst, met up with the happy travellers 

on their homeward journey at Mayfield Gardens, near 

Oberon.  It was a very early start so we saw the mist 

over the fields at Harrington Park and at many other 

places on the way up the mountain.  We were greeted 

with a beautiful property with various gardens within 

it, including a 6 acre water garden.  It was certainly 

well worth the drive.  Some of us stopped at 

Blackheath, on the way home, for a guided tour of 

Barbara Wadson’s childhood territory and a visit to the 



antique bazaar, in the old cinema ….. followed by a 

cuppa.  A very long but beautiful day! 

 

We are going to Red Cow Farm, at Sutton Forest, on 

Friday 23
rd

 November (sshhh, don’t mention rain in 

that month).  There are 20 garden ‘rooms’, it is not a 

working farm, there is an entry fee of $8, and we will 

be car pooling so let me know if you would like to join 

us. 

 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Our last Meeting at the Activity Centre was spent 

working on designs for Calendars and looking at many 

other ways of using Photos, especially as gifts. Our 

Christmas Lunch was also planned at Ribs & Rumps 

for Wednesday 19
th
 December at 12.00 

For our next meeting at the Activity Centre, bring your 

camera along for a “lucky dip” photo session. 

Happy Snapping 

 

** P.S  Sister Kristen will be having a Display & 

Sale of her Latest Range of Products for Xmas at 

Macarthur Village, 1 Hyde Pde, Campbelltown  at  

10 am  on  Monday  5
th

 November. 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last 

Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person    

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Friday, 2
nd

 November – Melbourne Cup Day 

Thursday, 22
nd

 November Jewish Museum 

Wednesday, 30
th
 November Australian Museum 

“Alexander the Great 2000 Years of Treasure” 
Friday, 14

th
 December Probus Christmas Party at 

The Hermitage Restaurant, Leumeah 

Monday, 31
st
 December New Year’s Eve at Thai 

Centric, Park Central, $30 banquet 7.30pm 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Our last meeting was certainly different and 

memorable.  The format of the evening was Ros’ idea, 

and many thanks to her for her organisation of the 

pizzas and pasta.  Thank you, Ros. 

 

We had a wonderful roll up of members who enjoyed 

Ron’s photos and stories of his time in Mexico.  Thank 

you, Ron, for a slightly different type of Travel Tales. 

 

We were then entertained by David’s excellent DVD 

of the Probus Trip to Tasmania.  David spent a lot of 

time compiling this DVD which showed the wonderful 

sights of Tasmania, as well as highlighting the 

colourful Probus personalities on the tour.   Thank you, 

David, for a presentation that was thoroughly enjoyed 

by everyone present. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 21
st
 

November.  Ray will be showing photos of his trip to 

Western Australia at the time of the wildflowers and 

also of a trip to the Canyon area of America. 

 

Shows -  Joyce Reilly 

In October we saw David Campbell at the Cube,  

Glenn Miller Orchestra at the State Theatre, and 

Legally Blonde at the Lyric. 

 

November: 

Schools Spectacular – Sat, 24
th
 November 2pm 

Sydney Entertainment Centre 

Not The Boy Next Door Peter Allen – Thurs, 29
th
 

November 11am Casula Powerhouse. There is one 

spare ticket if anyone is interested in going. 

 

December: 

Unfortunately we did NOT receive any group 

tickets for the Free Premier’s Christmas Concert at 

the Entertainment Centre in December.  Even 

though I mailed our application for the maximum 

of 20 tickets for a group the day it was received.  It 

was a first in best dressed situation, but obviously 

we were not “dressed well enough”. 

 

Darren Percival – Campbelltown Catholic Club Ssat 

1
st
 December 8pm. $26 Pay Nov/Dec meeting. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang – Wed, 5
th
 December 1pm 

Capitol Theatre.  Full 

  

2013 

March  

Driving Miss Daisy – with Angela Lansbury & Earl 

Jones -  Tuesday, 12 March 1pm Theatre Royal. $70 

please pay by December meeting. 20 seats reserved. 

12 minimum  

May 

War Horse – Wed 1
st
 May 1pm Lyric Theatre $80 

Pay by November Meeting. 

Adams Family Musical – Wed 5
th
 June 1pm Capitol 

Theatre $70  Pay by December meeting at the very 

latest February meeting. 20 seats (minimum)  

reserved 13 on list so far. 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

At the general meeting Bob Warner will be looking 

after my tours as I will be away. 

 

Money (for tours) due this month is our trip to Tobruk 

on Friday, 16
th
 November - we will be leaving at 

8.00am.  Those who have put their name down for the 

6 days trip to Armidale in March 2013 the deposit of 

$100 each is due. 

 

Still room for a few more on our Harbour cruise in 

February. 



CALENDAR 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

 

Nov 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Nov 2 Melbourne Cup Day at the Meeting 

Nov 7 Craft with Mary 

Nov 8 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 9 Photography with Ros 

Nov 16 Tour: Day on the Farm 

Nov 19 Book Club with Ray and Pat 

Nov 21 Craft with Mary 

Nov 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Nov 22 Walk: Jewish Museum 

Nov 23 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Nov 29 Not the Boy Next Door Casula Powerhouse 

Nov 30 Photography with Ros 

Nov 30 Australian Museum “Alexander the Great  

2000 Years of Treasure” 

Nov 30 Cards 

Dec 5 Craft with Mary 

Dec 5 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Capitol Theatre 

Dec 7 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Dec 12 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 14 Christmas Lunch @ The Hermitage Restaurant  

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve @ Thai Centric 7.30pm  

Park Central 

2013 

Feb 1 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

 

 
 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site: 

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Fri  2 Nov 2012 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri 7 Dec 2012  

                10.00am-12 Noon 

 
 

 


